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POWERLINK – The open standard for the plastics industry
Fast reactions, precise synchronization
POWERLINK is better suited for industrial communication in the plastics industry than any other system on the market. Extremely fast reactions are essential for plastics processing, where response times below 0.5 milliseconds are required even for basic switching operations. POWERLINK provides a lag-free infrastructure featuring communication cycles in the range of a few hundred microseconds, making it particularly well suited for closed loop control systems like these. Utilizing cross-traffic, this real-time protocol is able to synchronize multiple axes with exceptional precision.
728 axes in 400 µs
The world’s fastest network to date has been implemented in a plastics application using POWERLINK. This two-dimensional film stretching machine from Brückner Maschinenbau GmbH & Co. KG features 728 axes synchronized with a cycle time of 400 µs. Performances like this make POWERLINK the clear choice for the plastics industry.   
As early as 2010, EUROMAP (the European association for plastics and rubber machinery manufacturers) had already incorporated the POWERLINK standard in the EUROMAP 75 specification. "The EUROMAP specification underscores POWERLINK's leading position among protocols with hard real-time capabilities," says Stefan Schönegger, managing director of the Ethernet POWERLINK Standardization Group. 
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Real-time Ethernet POWERLINK is better suited for industrial communication in the plastics industry than any other system on the market. That's why POWERLINK has been part of the EUROMAP specification for several years now.



About B&R
B&R, a division of ABB Group, is a global leader in industrial automation headquartered in Austria.  B&R combines state-of-the-art technology with advanced engineering to provide customers in virtually every industry with complete solutions for machine and factory automation, motion control, HMI and integrated safety technology. With Industrial IoT communication standards including OPC UA, POWERLINK and openSAFETY as well as its Automation Studio software, B&R is constantly redefining the future of automation engineering. The innovative spirit that keeps B&R at the forefront of industrial automation is driven by a commitment to simplifying processes and exceeding customer expectations.     
For more information, visit www.br-automation.com. 
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